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TO THE FRIENDS OF THE RISING GENERATION. 


Believing that you rightly appreciate the utility and importance of 
the religious instruction of youth, we appeal to you in behalf of our Ju- 
venile publication. ‘The Guardian has been extensively circulated in 
our ceuntry for five years, and trom the numerous unsolicited testimoni- 
als in its favour, and the many accounts we have received of its happy 
effects upon the hearts of the young, we have reason to believe that our 
labour has not been in vain inthe Lord. Those who have felt the most 
deeply interested in the improvement of the rising generation, have 
been the first to give publicity to this work,believing that it would have a 
direct tendency to cultivate in youth a taste for religious reading, and 
thus direct the mind from the pernicious reading of novels and other 


books of vanity That this desirable effect has in very many instances 
been produced, we have the most pleasing proof. This Juvenile Maga- -- 


zine, the first ever published in America, has bad its patrons in all the 
States in the Union, and the opinion of the christian community respect- 
ing the importance of the object, has, ina variety of ways, been fully 
expressed. May we not therefore confidently ask your co operation in 
endeavouring to circulate this work more extensively, and especially 
among the youth in your piace. In no way perhaps can you more effec- 
tually advance the interests of the Redeemer’s kingdom than by your 
exertions to form the minds of youth around you to habits of virtue and 
morality. And wat can you do more directly calculated to accomplish 
this most important object, than by putting into their hands religious 
publications adapted to their age and taste. 

Besides receiving nearly all the Religious Papers and Magazines in 
this country, we regularly receive several monthly publications from 
Europe, which are devoted exclusively to the moral and religious in- 
struction of the young; and as we have already engaged the assistance 
of some of the best writers for youth, we hope to be able not only to 
continue but to increase the merit of the work. 

Without the patronage of Gospel Ministers, and Christian parents, the 
Guardian cannot be supported: to them, therefore, do we look for as- 
sistance, confident that they will not suffer the flood of periodical pubii- 
cations in this country to deprive our youth of the privilege of perusing 
a work, which was at first designed, and has ever been entirely devoted 
to theirimprovement. Should you be unable to use personal exertions 
to increase the subscription for this work, will you have the goodness to 
put it into the hands of some pious friend, or sgme young person wis 
will easily obtain subscribers enough to entitle them to a copy gratis. 

, (For Condéions see last p. of the cover.) 





€ONDITIONS. 


The Guarpian is printed on good paper, in monthly numbers of 36 
‘duodecimo pages each, and stitched in handsome printed covers, mak- 
ing in one year a volume of 432 pages 

The price to subscribers is one dollar to be paid in advance—one dol- 
lar twenty five cents if not paid by the first of March—and one dollar 
and fifty cents if not paid by the close of the year. These conditions 
will not be varied from, as nothing but prompt payment will support 
the work at this low price 

Those who are-accountable for any number of copies not.less than 6, 
nor over 20, will be entitled to every 7th copy gratis : if over 20 and less 
than 50, an allowance of 20 per cent. If over 50 copies an allowance 
of 30 per cent. 

Bundies will be forwarded to the following agents at the espense of the 
publisher ; where they ‘can be called for or forwarded at the expense 
and risque ef subscribers, viz. Richardson & Lord, Boston; Peter B. 
Gleason, & Co. Hartford; Dea. S Eells, Middletown ; Samuel Whi- 
ting, corner of Greenwich and Fulton streets, New York. 

No subscription wil! be taken for less than a year, commencing with 
the January number, and all arrearages must be paid beforeit can be 
stopped © Those who do not give notice to discontinue before the close 
of any one volume, will be considered as pledged to take the succeeding. 
volume. 

The Guardian will be printed the first week in every month, and for- 
warded by mail or otherwise, according to the direction of subscribers ; 
and at their risque and expense in all cases, excepting those stated 
above. : 

Al) payments for the sixth volume must he made to the subscriber, or 
his agents, and all lefters ({[ post paid) addressed to Nathan Whiting, 
or the Editor of the Guardian, will be duly attended to. 

NATHAN WHITING. 





Subscribers for"the Sabbath School Repository are again notified 
that the work is discontinued—and if any have forwarded payment for 
it, the Guardian will be sent in its stead or the money returned, 


a 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

A premium of 50 cents a page has heretofore been offered for matter 
inserted in the Guardian Weare under the necessity of stating that 
the profits ofthe work will not permit us to contigue this offer.. We 
hope at the‘same time, that the friends of youth will not withhold their 
communications ; and especially our former correspondents who have 
contributed much to the reputation and utilily of the Guardian —We 
hope they will find a reward far greater than any we can giv , in the 
’ consciousness that they are in this way promoting the cause of Religion, 
' and the welfare of the rising generation, 

We will, however, give 25 cents when it is required, for each page 
inserted—or a copy of the work for every three pages: 
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‘¢ REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH.” 





APRIL, 1824. [Vox VI. 








FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


CRIMINAL CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 


Mr. Eprror, 
If you think the following account will be of use to 


preserve any of your youthful readers from a criminal cony 
formity to the world, you are at liberty to insert it. 

Caroline R. was the youngest daughter of very respect- 
able parents. ‘They moved in the highest circles, and be- 
ing oppulent, indulged themselves in too much display for 
ages who professed to be followers of the meek and low- 
ly Saviour. Unhappily for their family, they did not pos- 
sess that strength of mind, which elevates its possessor 
above the intoxicating cafhence of wealth. They imagin- 
ed that in order to be respected, it was necessary to go to 
the extent of the fashion, and to spare no expense in their 
entertainments and equipage. The children early acquir- 
ed a fondness for dress and for those fashionable amusee 
ments in which they could show off to the best advantage, | 
If their minds were not entirely neglected, they were not. 
well stored with that solid learning which doesmot wear out 
in a’single evening. With the fashionable novels of the |. 
day they were well acquainted, and I am sorry to say, they — 
had a greater fondness for these, than for works of real me- 
rit. No pains or expense were spared upon the education 
of Miss C. She was sent to the best schools, and put under 
the direction of the best masters. Her education was, how- 

’ éver, superficial. Her fondness for pleasure prevented her 
making that improvement in solid learning of which she wag 

Vou. LV. 10 
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capable, had she given her mind to it. She was very amia- 
ble and acquired the love of her companions. They per- 
ceived her vanity, but her many good qualities shielded her 
from contempt. Though she strove to go beyond them in 
adorning her person, yet her usual good nature prevented 
the workings of envy and hatred in their bosoms. She never 
appeared to feel above her companions, but was always gentle 
and unassuming. When she was about sixteen, it pleased 
God to visit the school, of which she was a member, with a 
gentle shower of his grace. Many of her companions be- 
came sensible of their ruined condition as sinners, and ap- 
plied to the Saviour for the pardon of their sins. Caroline 
for a considerable period was wholly unaffected with the 
scenes which passed before her, she was generally as thought- 
less and gay as ever, and would sometimes speak very con- 
temptuously of the distress manifested by some of her com- 
panions. She was, however, too amiable to give pain, and 
when she perceived that she had inflicted a wound, she 
would ingeniously confess her fault and ask forgiveness. At 
jength her mind was impressed with a sense of her guilt : her 
distress was great for a few days, but she settled down into 
a very quiet and happy frame of mind. She gave good evi- 
dence that a change had been wrought in her heart; her af- 
fections appeared to be placed on things above, and the love of 
Christ in dying for sinners, was the theme on which she de- 
lighted to converse. On her return to her native place she 
very soon attached herself to the society of the people of 
God ; she appeared to good advantage ; was modest when 
she spoke of what God had done for her soul, and was ar- 
dently desirous of making progress in holiness. She la- 
mented very much that she had spent so much of her time 
in worldly amusements, and had so neglected the study of 
the bible. I had frequent opportunities of conversing with 
her, and though I did not find her very clear and discrimin- 
atingjin her,views of christian doctrines, yet there appeared to 
be much real piety inher conversation. Her deportment was 
generally grave and solemn, and her conduct irreproachable. 
Though there was very little abatement of that fondness for 
dress, which she possessed in her unrenewed state. After 
a suitable time for testing the genuineness of her religious 
affections she desired to be admitted to the church, and was 
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cordially received. For a considerable period “ she adorn- 
ed the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things.” She 
carefully avoided balls, assemblies, card parties, &c. she punc- 
tually attended those meetings for social prayer, from which 
Christians derive great consolation. “ Her path appeared 
as the shining light which shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” At length, however, her religious friends per- 
ceived a change. She absented herself from conference and 
prayer meetings without any reasonable excuse : religious con- 
versation appeared irksome ; the society ofthe pious was grad- 
ually exchanged for that of persons supremely devoted to the 
world, though they were respectable in their characters.— 
The world now seemed to gain very fast upon her affections, 
and there was reason to fear, it had reestablished its empire in 
her heart. She now returned to those scenes of amusement 
and pleasure from which she had once turned away, with 
the spirit and resolution of penitent Ephraim when he said, 
“what have I to do any mere with idols.” In the midst of 
agay and thoughtless career upon which she entered; l 
called to see her and enquired into her spiritual state. . I was 
aware that she dreaded the intercourse. She endeavoured 
to make the conversation general, and carefully avoided 
every thing that would bring it home to her own bosom.— 
But I felt too tender a regard to her eternal interests to be 
baffled in my efforts to do her good. I frankly told her how 
much her defection had grieved the hearts of the people of 
God, and how they mourned over it; how much occasion 
she had given to the enemies of the Lord to speak reproach- 
fully, and how deep a wound she had inflicted upon her own 
soul. This conversation seemed to excite her conscience. 
She ingeniously confessed her faults and was much affected. 
She appeared sensible that her “ iniquities had separated be- 
tween her soul and God, and that her sins had hidden his 
face from her.” For a considerable period she appeared 
much more sedate and was attentive to religious duties.— 
She felt the bitterness of a backslidden state, and seemed 

anxious to recover her former religious affections. But [I 

am grieved to say that her resolutions to quit the vanities 

of the world were soon forgotten. The love of pleasure 

was so firmly rooted in her heart that a few faint efforts to 


"overcome it were unsuccessful. If she refrained for a short 
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time from mingling in the gay circles of fashionable life, it 
was not because her heart was weaned from the world, but 
because her conscience whispered her that they were among 
“those works of darkness” which Christians should “ put 
away.” She is now “running to the same excess” in sin- 
ful pleasure as the most thoughtless in the community. Her 
conversation is altogether worldly, and though she still re- 
tains “the form of godliness,” it is plain that she “ denies 
the power thereof.” 

I would gladly believe that there is a spark of grace in 
her heart, which will one day be kindled into a flame, though 
at present it is buried beneath the rubbish of the world. “A 
series of afflictions may recal her depraved heart to God.— 
Like the Psalmist, she may “think on her ways and turn 
her feet unto the testimonies of the Lord.” God may yet 
say to her, “return unto me thou backsliding daughter, for 
I have redeemed thee.”” But alas! should this ever be the 
case with her, what work for repentance has she already 
made! What fountains of tears is she now filling, to sup- 
ply her weeping eyes, if God should open them upon her 
guilt and wretchedness ! How must she bear the taunts and 
reproaches of those who have seduced her heart from the 
way of holiness! How dark and gloomy must be the resi- 
due of her Christian course ! 

But the hope of her recovery after a second relapse is ve- 

faint. She is joined to idols, and God may say, “ let her 
alone.” Let those of your young readers, who have made 
a covenant with God, take warning from the case here men- 
tioned. Let them beware of those rocks and quicksands, 
in the midst of which the Syren, pleasure, sings, and into 
which she never fails to draw those giddy youths who listen 
to her voice, and overwhelms them in destruction. The 
apostolic injunction, “be nat conformed tothe world,” 
should be Bound as a sign upon the hand” of every Chris- 





tian. He that despises this caution must be “ pierced through 
with manv sorrows.” The friendship of the world is en- 
mity against God,” and whosoever insists upon retaining 
the former, must abide the consequences. 

I would not say that even a young Christian may not oc- 
casionally mingle in those circles, from which religion is 
carefully excluded, and yet keep his garments from being 
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wotted. But it is lamentably true that those who frequent 
irreligious society, lose by degrees the ardor of their piety. 
¢ Can a man take coals in his bosom and not be burned ?” 
The Christian who expects to maintain a steady course 
must resolve “to crucify the flesh with the affections and 
lusts.” If he would “ stand inthe evil day,” he must “ put 
on the whole armor of God.” I never knew an active and 
devout Christian among that class of professors who strive 
to reconcile the service of God with that of mammon. [If 
they do not “make shipwreck of faith and a good con- 
science,” their light becomes so dim by the atmosphere in 
which they move, that no one recognises them as_ the disci- 
ples of Jesus. ‘The world is the province of the enemy of 
souls. His “ fiery darts” are flying through it in every di- 
rection, and nothing “ can quench them” but that “ shield of 
faith” which Jesus has provided. I hope that young Chris- 
tians, into whose hands these remarks may chanee to fall, 
will pause before they yield to the solicitations of those, who 
may desire to draw them aside from the good old paths which 
have been trodden by the saints, and which alone lead to the 
realms of peace. MONITOR. 


———— 
FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


GOD IS A FATHER OF THE FATHERLESS: 


He who clothes the lily and feeds the ravens when they 
cry, forgets not his promises to those who are thrown upon 
the wide world destitute of parents. He takes them for his 
own, and nourishes them with more than parental kindness; 
and often makes them polished stones in his telapc 

In the little narrative which follows, we”See this pe- 
culiarly exemplified. We learn from it also, at what an 
early period the mind is susceptible of religious impressions. 
It is to be feared that parents generally have too limited 
views of the capacities of their children; and when they 
_plead their incapability of understanding divine truths, it is 
evidently in most cases used as a kind of palliation for their 
10* 
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neglect to inculcate them. The fact is established by many 
examples, that most children, at the age of five or six years, 
and some still younger, are capable of receiving and under- 
standing many things about God,—of the plan of redemp- 
tion through the atoning blood of his Son. Religious im- 
pressions made on the youthful mind at this early period, 
are like those made on wax, lasting, and not easily oblite- 
rated. The Author of Nature has alike endowed his ration- 
al offspring with the principle of love as well as hatred, and 
when divine truths are set home upon the young mind, and 
enforced by proper examples, the aversion to such truths, 
which is so generally witnessed, will in a great measure sub- 
side. When we see parents begin early to incline the ten= 
der minds of their children towards God and divine things, 
then may we expect to see the church arise and shine in her 
beautiful garments. ‘These views of the subject are corrobo- 
rated both by daily observation and living example. One, 
which more particularly leads me to these remarks, I take 
the liberty to insert. 

The reverend Pastor of one of our New England villages, 
after spending the day in study, took his usual walk. He 
had laboured successfully in the vineyard of his Master, till 
his head was silvered, and his tottering limbs needed the sup- 
port of a staff. In his excursions, he entered the grave- 
yard just as the sun was sinking in the west. The man of 
God was softly pressing beneath his feet the sods which cov- 
ered many of his beloved parishioners, when he arrived at 
the spot where lay his companion, and three beautiful daugh- 
ters. Ashe was leaning on his staff, bent over the graves, 
he was startled by hearing the sobs of a child. He turned, 
and at a short distance beheld a lovely little boy who was 
kneeling and sobbing over the grave of his father, whose re- 
mains had recently deposited beneath. .The good man, 
excited by Compassion, approached, and sat down beside 
the grave, and pressed the weeping. orphan to his bosom. 
“QO sir,” said the weeping child, “ they have put my father 
in this hole ; he told me, O I do remember it, he told me I 
should never have a father any more, and stroked my hair 
with his sick hand, and told me when he was buried in the 


ground, that J must be a good boy and love God.” ‘Phe 
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good Pastor, unable to suppress his feelings, had already wet 
the silken hair of the orphan with his tears. Having com- 
posed himself, his first object was to gain the confidence of 
the child, and then to direct him to One who had promised 
to be his Father, and would never forsake him. He ex- 
plained to him how that death was a long sleep, and that it 
was the consequence of sin, but that the voice of God would 
one day awake even the dead. He enforced upon his 
mind the natural depravity of the heart, the awful disparity 
between us and God. He next endeavoured to set before 
him “ the chief end of man,” as revealed in the gospel, and 
concluded by wishing he might be not only a good boy, and 
live so as to meet his good father ‘in heaven, but that he 
would spend his life in doing good to others. The good 
shepherd taking this lamb of his flock by the hand, knelt 
with him on the grave, and commended him to the Great 
Shepherd of Israel. It was now dark except what light the 


- stars afforded. As he leftthe grave-yard, he directed the at- - : | 


tention of the little orphan to the starry firmament as the 
handy work of that God whose presence is every where, 
who beholds all things at one view, and who knows the 
thoughts and intents of the heart. He led the little orphan 
to his place of residence, calmed his agitated mind, and de- 
termined to adopt him his child. But God’s ways were dif- 
ferent. The good old man was soon after removed by 
death into the world of spirits, and joined, we tiust, the 
hundred and forty-four thousand, who were washed in the 
blood of the Lamb. The little boy was now left the second 
time an orphan. Without parents, and almost without 
friends, he was cast upon the wide world. But God took 
care of him through the various changes and trials he was 
made to endure. At the age of sixteen the Holy Spirit 
visited him; he thought of the good clerg his advice, 
his prayers, his wishes, and was led to de e himself to 
God. The hand of charity sought him out, and supported 
him in a public education. This orphan may hereafter be 
known in some heathen land, where he has determined to 
spend his days. Q. Q. 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


THE MONITRESS, NO. 1. 


‘“ Woman was born to dignify retreat, 
Unknown to flourish and unseen be great, 
To give domestic life its sweetest charm, 
With softness polish and with virtue warm, 
With angel kindness to behold distress, 
And meekly pity where she can’t redress ; 
Like beaming mercy wipe affliction’s tear, 
But to herself, not justice so severe.” 

Miss More. 


Through the medium of the Guardian, a publication emi- 
nently calculated to benefit youth, I beg leave to offer, though 
with great diffidence, a few hints to young ladies. When 
we consider that the happiness of domestic life depends very 
much on females, the influence they have on society, and 
that the formation of the infant mind is committed almost 
exclusively to their care, it cannot be thought a matter of 
small moment, that they be suitably qualified for the various 
and important duties which devolve upon them. The de- 
fective system of female education, by which the selid and 
useful branches are superseded by those merely ornamental, 
and comparatively worthless, cannot be too greatly deplored. 
It is a lamentable fact, that, while every effort is made to 
obtain the exterior graces, the immortal mind, the glory of 
our nature, is left without culture, without care, and suffered to 
sink into degradation and ruin. How unfit are those ladies 
whose youth was devoted to dissipating amusements, whose 
notions of human nature were derived from the fallacious 
representat} hich the novelist exhibits, whose minds are 
unenlighten@@, uninstructed, and unrefined ; who have never 
been accustomed to reason, to investigate, how utterly unfit 
are they to sustain with dignity and propriety the important 
offices of life ; how inadequate to the task of training up be- 
ings for immortality. 

The acknowledgment must be made, however humiliating, 
that the generality of our sex seem to possess little taste for 
intellectual improvement. With what care do they embel- 
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lish a fragile fabric, a mere lump of clay, which must very 
soon form a repast for worms, while the soul, that spark of 
etherial fire, capable of vast improvement, and formed to ex- 
ist throug h interminable ages, is entirely disregarded. 
Where is ‘the reflecting mind which does not feel the deepest 
regret while contemplating the manner in which these im- 
mortal beings spend the precious season of youth, the fittest, 
and often the enly season for acquiring useful knowledge. 
Who can calculate the time that is spent at the toilette, in 
moddelling the apparel to a conformity to the constantly va- 
rying fashion, in ornamenting gowns, rufiles, &c. in the pecu- 
sal of novels and idle tales, in attending balls, assemblies, 
theatres and parties of pleasure. 

The holy apostle commanded that women should not be 
studious to obtain external ornaments, but the adorning of a 
meek and quiet spirit; and that they should be chaste, keep- 
ers at home. Home is the proper sphere of woman ; the 
scene of her noblest and purest joys. ‘The domestic circle 
is the place where all her graces should be called into exer- 
cise. How noble, how elevated is the character of that wo- © 
man, who, independent on a giddy crowd, can find happiness 
at her own fireside. In discharging the various duties of do- 
mestic life, in unfolding the moral and instructive page, she 
more effectually beguiles the hours, and tastes a more refined 
and elegant delight, than the votary of dissipating pleasure 
can ever know, a delight which will bear the test of refiec- 
tion’s sober hour. Who does not venerate a virtuous, a con- 
sistent, a pious woman! who does not regard with admira- 
tion the character of a Rowe, a Ramsay, a Graham, who 
with minds richly imbued with knowledge, and hearts glow- 
ing with love to God, lived only to do good? They were 
ornaments to human nature, and their names have not died 
with them. O no. Mothers unborn shall exhibit them as 
models for the imitation of their daughters, Their names 
shall be bouad up ia many a pious heart, lommlafter the gay 
and fluttering tribes, who lived only to trifle, shall have sunk . 
into eternal oblivion. 

It is sometimes alleged that a taste for literature renders 
women averse to domestic employments, idle, slatternly, as- 
suming, &c. So far as my observation has extended, except 
ina very few instances, it has been exactly the reverse. 4 
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have found an improved mind generally connected with do- 
mestic habits, good management, industry, neatness and hu- 
_ mility. Again, women must be condemned to perpetual ig- 
|} morance, because, if they acquire a taste for reading, it en- 
_ grosses too muchtime. But which, I would ask, engrosses 
most time, the books of a reading lady, or the ball dresses and 
idle gadding of a dissipated lady ? Would the fair daughters 
) of Columbia arrive at true excellence, let them abandon vain 
=; and foolish amusements, let them seek earnestly to em- 
»  bellish their minds with knowledge; but above all, pant 
after that wisdom which is from above, without which all 


other attainments are worthless, and will but enhance their 
condemnation ! 
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SNOW. 


Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow ?—Josg xxxviii. 22. 


MRS. MOORE AND HER DAUGHTER. 


Caroline.—Oh mamma ! see how fast it snows, I wish it 
would snow all day and all night. 

Mrs. Moore.—Why so dear ? 

C.—Because it looks so pretty upon the trees, and fields, 
and hedges. Can you tell me how snow is produced ? 

Mrs. M.—lIt is said to be formed of watery particles fro- 
zen in the air, when separated from each other, and reduced 
to a state of vapor. 

C.—But how light it is. - See how it flies about ! 

Mrs. M.—No wonder ; for when it first falls, it is about 
twenty-four times ghter than water. 

C.—There@f® has covered the hills about St. Stephen’s, 
and look at the castle, how white 4t is ! 

Mrs. M.—That is not at all extraordinary ; for it occu- 
pies ten or twelve times the space of ground more than if it 
were dissolved; and as to its whiteness, that arises from the 
abundance of air and spirits contained in it. 
€.—O how I should like to examine the flakes through a 
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microscope, then I should see whether they are round or 
square, or what shape they are. 

Mrs. M.—I have read somewhere that some have six 
sides, and others eight or ten sides. 

_C.—Thank you, dear mamma; I think I have heard 
that snow sometimes falls in such great quantities, that it be- 
comes very formidable and dangerous. 

Mrs. M.—That is very true. Leo Africanus says, that 
the caravans which travel through the African deserts, are 
sometimes suddenly overtaken by such furious storms of 
snow, that the beasts, the carriages, and the men, are cast 
away in it. ‘The quantity of snow that fell in the beginning 
of the year 1814, was so prodigious, that in many parts ef 
the country, all travelling was suspended; and in many pla- 
ces where the snow drifted, cottages were nearly buried. 

C.—I remember reading an account of it. Well, I did 
not think that snow eould be so terrible. 

Mrs. M.—God can make every creature terrible if he 
pleases, as you may see, by reading the scripture account of 
the plagues sent upon Egypt. But yet snow is a great bless- 
ing to the earth. 

C.—Indeed, mamma, Please to tell me in what respects? 

Mrs. M.—It is very penetrating and fertilizing, and, on 
account of the saltpetre which it is said to contain, it an- 
swers the purpose of manure, and therefore, it is called in 
the west of England, “ The poor man’s dressing.” It also 
swelis the seeds, and excites the growth of plants, and nour- 
ishes and defends the young corn, plants, and trees, from the 
frost and cold. 

C.—Well, I shall always think of your remarks, when I 
see the snow, and also of the words of Scripture, “ Hast 
thou entered into the treasures of the snow 2?” 

Mrs. M.—Now then, as I have told you so much about 
the snow, perhaps your brother Edmund canal us why the 
word of God is compared tu it in Isa. lv. 10, 11. “ As the 
rain cometh down, and the snow from Heaven, and return- 
eth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it to 
bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and 


bread to the eater, so shall my word be,” &c. &c. 


Edmund.—-I will endeavor, mamma.—1. The word of 
God is heavenly in its origin.—2. It is penetrating, dis- 
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cerning the thoughts of the heart. Hebd. iv. 12, 13.—3. k 
excites and promotes good desires. Psalm cxix. 130.—4. It 
comforts the christian under adverse dispensation. Psalm 
cxix. 50.—5. It sanctifies the heart and life. John xvii. 17. 
and Psalm cxix. 133. 

Mrs. M.—Very well, indeed, my dear Edmund ,—May 
you both experience all these blessed effects of the Word of 
God, in your own souls, and upon your tempers, and con- 


duct, in general. 


Cg: will you best proclaim abroad 
The honours of our Saviour God. R. C. 


Youth’s Magazine. 


ae 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


A PLAN FOR THE EXTENSION AND IMPROVE- 
MENT OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 


Knowing as we do that early impressions are the deepest, 
most influential, and most permanent, we have been aston- 
ished that Sabbath Schools have not received the patronage 
which they merit. Our object is not to account for this 
neglect, but to lay a plan for its removal. Parents assert 
that paternal, is stronger than filial, affection. And we be- 
lieve it simply on the testimony of their assertion, but it 
would delight us to see the truth exemplified in their conduct. 
We unhesitatingly rank Sabbath schools next in import- 
ance to the preaching of the gospel; and they are second in 
importance to nothing else. Some people assest “that it 
makes no difference how children are brought up as it res- 
pects their réligious character.”” Yetthesame parents would 
strenuously advocate the importance of training children to 
habits of temperance and industry. They have seen the 
children of ungodly parents converted, in some instances, 
and infer that religious instruction is unnecessary in any 
case. We know that there are those among the worship- 
pers of God our Saviour, who had no instruction from their 
parents concerning things which pertain to life and godii- 
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ness. We are glad it is so—for if it were not, the church 
would be destitute of the prayers and exertions of those who 
do much for its edification and enlargement. But should 
the parents of these same children, know the embarrass- 
ments, doubts, distress and grief which their neglect has 
brought upon their children, their hearts would melt, if not 
* past feeling,” and they would be in an agony of grief that 
they should thus have entailed wretchedness upon them 
while they live. But we do not, and until the Bible is prov- 
ed to be a lie, we will not believe, that this sentiment is a 
correct one. “Train upa child in the way he should go 
and when he is old he will no¢ depart from it,” is a plain 
and unqualified declaration of God, limited only by the 
faithfulness of parents. We do not say that parents are not 
pious except their children are. But we do say, that, if pa- 
rents will do their duty according to the Bible in humble de- 
pendance on God for success, they will have the high satis- 
faction of seeing their children walking in the truth. We 
tremble for religious parents who have ungodly children, for 
they have not been faithful. 

Tremendous were the woes which overthrew the pious Eli’s 
house, (1 Sam. 4 Chapt.) and yet he reproved his sons.— 
The judgment was, because he had not restrained them. 
Some give counsel as did Eli, and terminate their govern- 
ment just where he did; and they may esteem it a manifest- 
ation of “ long suffering patience” on God’s part if He do 
not treat them as He didthe man they imitate. Others use 
restraint unaccompanied with counsel or the reasons of their 
conduct. And this we are sure is as illy calculated to effect 
the object which they have in view, and does as little towards 
obeying the command, “Train up a child in the way he 
should go.” Some correct in such a way as leaves the im- 
pression upon the child’s mind that they were angry, and 
the discipline is consequently lost. Many a child has been 
ruined forever in consequence ofthe varying views and 
practice of parents. The father is, perhaps, right in disci- 
pline, and the mother unreasonably indu ivent. Children 
early discover the difference of their opinions, and they des- 
pise the father for what they think to be cruelty, and take 


, occasion from the indulgence of the mother to disobey her 


command and to contradict and abuse her to her face.— 
Others think to kill Bit kee by kindness. ‘They calculate 
Vou. VI. 
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that it will eventually fall by its own weight. Iniquity has 
been in some instances, overgrown, but if it ever fell in con- 
sequence of parental indulgence, we doubt that it crushed the 
peace of the parents and soul of the children under it. Oh! 
we would not willingly be such a parent. 

‘Can one take fire in hisbosom and not be burned ?” 
as soon shallit be truethat he can, as these deficiencies in 
parental government fail of destroying the beneficial effects 
of the most distinguished piety. Austerity never secures 
respect, but always shuts out the child from that filial confi- 
dence which tends to.the happiness of the parent and the 
security of the child. A parent should so conduct as to in- 
duce his children to apply to him as their counsellor and 
guardian, in whose opinion they have entire confidence.— 
On the contrary, pusillanimous indulgence lets down the 
parents authority so low that their children, even in infancy, 
deride his commands and abuse his lenity. Some suffer 
their children to go all lengths in copying the fashions of the 
world, and to attend parties of pleasure. And they justify 
the indulgence by saying that they hope that their children 
will grow sick of pleasures so insipid and unsatisfying, after 
that they have experienced their vanity. Why, we ask, do 
not the votaries of pleasure grow sick of this unreal bliss and 
seek a better? That they do not we know, except taught of 
God. Depend upon it the evil will not correct itself.— 
While the world stands it will remain true, “That evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners.” Yet to keep them 
from all society is not good—but bad is worse than none.— 
These remarks may have the appearance of a digression ; 
but if we have effected our object, they show that there is 
great deficiency in the education and government of chil- 
dren. Sabbath Schools do much to do away the destructive 
influence of this deficiency, and to destroy the deficiency it- 
self. Children taught to “ obey their parents in the Lord,” 
with the “ broad seal” of heaven upon it, cannot lightly dis- 
obey. We said that Sabbath Schools areuseful. And who 
that knows any thing about them can doubt it. Parents 
ought to read the Guardian. It is a messenger of “ glad ti- 
dings,” and contains much that is profitable. Thosewho do 
read it, are often refreshed with intelligence of the most in- 
teresting nature. They learn that schools are constantly in- 
creasing, and that the influences of the Holy Spirit are felt 
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in them, in a degree which abundantly testifies the appro- 
bation of God towards them. 

In the city of New-York, 600 teachers and scholars have 
joined the different churches, and of the converts of our 
revivals many are Sabbath scholars. Sabbath scholars 
have gone out into the world, and have, where they have 
settled, established, or supported the schools which were es- 
tablished, and have done geod. Some of these converts are 
preparing for the ministry. How great will be their advan- 
tages over those who were never taught till they were old! But 
for those who think lightly of the salvation of the soul, we 
have other intelligence. Learning does more to prevent the 
violation of our civil law than the penalties which sanction 
them ; and gives to society its energies and improvements. 
Sabbath schools have taught thousands to read who otherwise 
would have been as ignorant and vicious as those who oc- 
cupy our prisons. And are these benefits ample compen- 
sation for all the time and money which they cost? Ifany 
think not, let them go to those children and beg back their 
improvement. 

But there is still another light in which this institution 
appears important. The apostle speaks of a time when 
man would teach “ damnable heresy.” And the prevalence 
of error and false doctrine mark this as the time of which 
he spoke. Let it never be forgotten that first impressions 
are the deepest. Occupy the mind early in life, with the in- 
structions of the. Bible, and Infidels, Deists, Universalists, 
Socinians and the multitude of heretics who are doing mis- 
chief in the world, will be put down in an argument by a 
mere child. It has been done. And their is little danger 
of their imbibing these “ damnable heresis.” But suffer our 
youth to grow up without a knowledge of the Bible, and there 
is little prospect of their escaping the poisonous influence of 
“‘ false doctrine,” and thus they will be lost to the church, 
and live but to corrupt and destroy those who follow them. 
Something more energetic, general and systematic, must be 
done for Sabbath Schools. How seldom does the pastor 
who has received the command, “ feed my lambs,” and who 
expects his chief success among the young of his flock, pray 


‘for their conversion, or the prosperity of the Sabbath School } 


and some clergymen have never been into the School estab- 
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lished among their own people. To us who teach unaided 
and alone, this is unaccountable. 19 schools out of 20, pass 
without a single visitant of any description, and 100 pray- 
ers out of 102 made in public, confain no petition for Sab- 
bath Schools. These things ought not so tobe. We offer 
a plan, parents and friends of youth, for your adoption, af- 
ter such amendments as you see fitto make. And we beg 
that no one will suffer himself to sleep in peace till he has 
done what he is able to do, to arouse public feeling and ex- 
ertion for this object. Let every county in the United 
States, have a County Sabbath School Union. If there be 
a Bible Society in the county, let it be so connected with 
the Bible Society as to be subject to the general superintend- 
ance of its Directors, and hold its meetings at the same time 
and place. Such a union would be of mutual benefit and 
give additional interest and importance to both. Leta com- 
mittee of known friends to the improvement of youth, and 
such we think can be formed in every town, be appointed 
for the town or society in which they live, and let it be the duty 
of this committee to establish schools, solicit for each 
school a superintendant, purchase the libraries of the differ- 
ferent schools (for we would have a library for each school, 
the reading of which to be limited to the scholars, and to 
answer instead of premiums,) and to make an annual report 
to the general committee, or Bible Society Directors, of the 
numb-: ef schools; the number of scholars in each school; 
the number of verses recited; the number of teachers; the 
number and state of the libraries; the number of hopeful 
conversions in the different schools and all improvements 
made in the system of instruction and superintendance.— 
Let it be their duty, also, to visit the different schools as oft- 
en as consistent, and secure all patrorage they are able.— 
Let it be the duty of the Superintendant of each school to 
select his teachers, manage the school, take care of its libra- 
ry and keep a fair record of the names of the scholars, and 
the number of verses recited by each, together with the 
deaths which may occur in the course of the year, in school ; 
all which, together with every thing interesting concerning 
the school, let him present in the form of a report, to the 
town committee, in season for them to make out their annu- 
al report. The annual payment of fifty cents shall consti- 
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tute one‘a member of the Union. The subscription papers 
to be circulated by the town committees, and the money to 
be expended by them to purchase books for the library, ex- 
cept the contingent expenses of the county, which are to 
be defrayed by the several towns, subject to the order of the 
general committee. ‘The town committee may meet as oft- 
en as they see fit, provided that they do not meet less fre- 
quently than semi-annually. Each town to be represented 
to the county by two members of its committee, appointed by 
their committee. Let there be a semi-annual meeting of the 
different schools in town, and an address delivered by some 
one previously appointed, and a report read stating the 
number of scholars in each school, and the number of vers- 
es recited inthe school. Let this, or a similar plan be adopt- 
ed, and supported with the energy and perseverance which 
its importance demands; and let ministers if the pulpit and 
out, speak of its importance and pray in every prayer for ~ | 
its success, and let all pray in like manner, and we may cal- 
culate with strong confidence on the accomplishment of 
much good. ‘The rising will then grow up a generation fit- 
ed to serve God. Remember that if you would do any thing 
in this way you must do it quickly. He who sleeps when 
so much is to be done is a sluggard. TYRO, 


FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


WHAT IS A THOUGHT WORTH? 


The Guardian comes every month, loaded down with 
thought; many a little brother and sister has already be- 
come rich, by opening its clean leaves and slowly reading 
every word, so that not even a letter or syllable escapes their 
bright eyes ; but these little rich readers never leave a word 
behind them unknown. They keep a dictionary by their side, 
and use it as often as it is necessary. If they have not a 


. dictionary while reading, they will enquire of others that do 


know, what they do not know. But I know of some little 
readers, more than four feet high, who are poor children, 
though they never want for money, because, when they 
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read, they do not know the meaning of half the words, and 
cannot understand a single sentence. When a new Guar- 
dian comes, and curiosity bids them take it up, they gaze 
upon it with their eyes awhile ; but their minds are in the 
street, and in five minutes their bodies will be there too, if 


their parents do not oblige them to read loud, and watch 


them while reading. I once knew a little boy, who would 
tell his tender mother, he was tired, after he had read but a 
few moments ; so that he might be excused from the task ; 
but tired as he was, he could play if he could get away, as 
long as any children in the village. But these hard-made 
readers among children, would not treat as they do, sucha 
book as the Guardian, if they knew how much a thought 
was worth. Now I wish every child would look with both 
eyes; for 1 am going to tell how little children may become 
richer than their parents, who have already passed most of their 
earthly existence, and have not known how to become very 
rich, because they did not know how much a thought was 
worth. A thought is a little thing; yet enough of such little 
things will make any man great; and he is the greatest man 
on earth who has the most good thoughts. 

A thought obtained in youth, is worth more than in old 
age; as much more as a new coat is worth more than an 
old one; ora new house, well finished, is worth more than 
an old black empty cottage. 

A thought is not good for any thing, if it is not a good 
thought. A good thought is like a sum of money upon inte- 
rest; it begets more. A .bad thought is like borrowed 
money ; it preys upon the soul till it becomes bankrupted. 

A thought is worse than none, if it is buthalf ripe. I have 
seen many a half ripe thought fall off the lips of children ; 
but they had, I suppose, crude thinking parents.. Let us 
see a thought half ripe. ‘Give me that are.” One or two 
more half thoughts. “ Cause tis.” “Ive got um.” 

. Children, be careful how you speak, even a single thought. 
A single thought may, if well delivered, open the purse of 
your friend; if not, it will do more for you, it will make 
him speak well of you, and love you. Every thought in 
the Guardian is worth twenty-five cents; and there are in 
it almost as many thoughtsas words. How rich every child 
will be, if he will quly take the Guardian, and find out 
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what every word of it means. Every thought twenty-five 
cents at least; and there are some dollar thoughts. 

A thought may be worth enough to save the whole of a 
farm, or a store of goods, and the life of their possessors. 


H. 5. 


p+ 
FOR THE GUARDIAN, 


DOMESTIC HAPPINESS. 


The warrior may return from the field of carnage, crown- 
ed with garlands of victory, and listen to the shouts of ap- 
plause, that rise upon the multitude—the ambitious politi- 
cian may concentrate all the energies of his mind, to carry 


into execution a long train of difficult and perilous measures, | 


for the accomplishment of a favourite object, and finally. see 
it succeed, and witness the admiration it excites, and the 
commendation it receives—and the orator may expend his 
talents and time, to enable him to carry conviction and per- 
suasion to the mind of an assembly, and meet with con- 
tinual, increasing, and unexpected success; and yet, all the 
happiness united, which these different situations can afford, 
I would readily exchange, for one solitary season of social, . 
domestic, and religious intercourse, such as I have often 
witnessed. In the domestic and social circle, are experi- 
enced some of the most pure and unmingled joys that earth 
affords. Here the bosom gives utterance to the simple feel- 
ings of the heart, and lays open without disguise its most 
secret counsels. Here are felt and displayed, in native free- 


. dom, those mutual affections which exist among kindred and 


relations. Here prevail contentment, peace and love. 

It is true, and indeed Jamentable, that scenes of domes- 
tic discord often occur ; still this source of enjoyment is less 
embittered and corrupted by the poison of depravity than 
almost any other. In the members of the domestic board 
may be reposed that confidence which would be betrayed 


" by almost every other circle. It is their delight to promote 


each other’s happiness ; and they are unwilling, needlessly, 
to expose each other’s faults. What would advance the 
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welfare of the family, each individual cheerfully seeks to ob- 
tain and accomplish. Personal and selfish interests are iden- 
tified with the interests of the whole. 

The freedom of native simplicity, constitutes a branch of 
domestic happiness. In the family circle, little fear or con- 
cern is felt, in disclosing all that passes within, in using 
words and expressions, and in practicing numberless minute 
and little things, that are unpardonable elsewhere. Little or 
no constraint disturbs the flow of joyful emotions. 

But religion is the great source of enjoyment in family cir- 
cles. Although this is enjoyed in other situations, perhaps 
some of its sweetest joys are experienced here. ‘The na- 
tural solicitude which Christians feel for the impenitent, is 
much increased for their dear relatives. Christian affection 
is here manifested—ardent intercession with the Parent of 
mercies is here witnessed, and heavenly consolations enjoyed. 

DomeEsticvs. 


We publish the following extract of a letter from a valued cor- 
respondent, because we feel encouraged by such recommenda- 
tions. 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


Dear Sir, 
I have received the first No. of the 6th Vol. of the 


Guardian, and am very much pleased with the neatness of 
its execution. Amongst the multiplicity of religious publi- 
cations which characterise the present day, I have ever 
been inclined to place this in the first rank. It takes hold 
of sin in its most vulnerable point. It sows seed where of 
all places, almost without exception, there is mast probabili- 
ty of aharvest. No religious publication whatever, so far as 
I can recollect, has gained so many subscribers in this town. 
It is read with great avidity by young and old—in our read- 
ing, and benevolent, and juvenile societies, we should not 
know how to do without it. The instructors of our schools 
are in the habit of reading it to their pupils. The dialogues it 
contains are committed to memory by the younger children, 
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tu leave good impressions on the mind. May thousands 
and millions of precious youth, by its instrumentality, be 
brought out of darkness into marvellous light. I believe it 
has already done much good. 


LITTLE ROBERT. 
CHAPTER II. 


Zo walk to School. 


Receive instruction! and be wise, 

True wisdom early learn to prize ! 
Religion’s pure and gentle ray 

Shall then illume your tcilsome way ; 

Mid dang’rous paths, its hallow’d light 
Shall guide your feet and cheer your sight. 


During the week, little Robert could think of nothing but 
the school, and the days never appeared solong before. At 
last the Sabbath morning came and at a very early hour he 
was awake, and got up. 

After having offered up his thanks to God, for his care 
and goodness, and besought him to make his life a blessing 
to himself and his parents, and to bestow his favour on him 
throughout the day, especially at the school, he waited till 
his mother came down stairs. — 

His breakfast was soon over, for the thought of the school 
had taken away his appetite; and being furnished with 
something for his dinner, which he took in a little bundle, 
(as it was too far to come home,) he kissed his mother, and 
with a cheerful heart and smiling face set off to 

Little Robert, was perfectly clean ; his clothes, though 
course, were in good order, and his whole appearance was 
that of a child who had been brought up in habits of cleanli- 
ness. There are many children, who, although their par- 





_ ents take pains to make them decent, are yet so fond of dirt, 


that they never appear fit to be seen, and are a disgrace to 
their friends. 
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Every good child will love school, and delight in learn- 
ing: the years of childhood and youth are few, and unless 
_ these are improved, manhood and old age will find us unfit 
_ for most of the duties of life, because of our ignorance. Little 
Robert felt this, for his kind mother had often told him, that 
an idle and negligent child would be almost sure to grow up 
with the same habits. She had shown him the honeysuckles 
which grew at the end of their little garden, and which she 
had trained into a kind of screen, so as to hide a bench 
where he was fond of playing. “ Had I not trained these 
honeysuckles,” said she, “as I have done, they would have 
grown wild and irregular ; but now they are both beautiful 
and useful and my dear Robert, much of your future happi- 
ness depends on early training, for the wise man _ has said, 
‘Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” 

It was a very fine morning in autumn, just before the 
reapers had gathered in the harvest, he took his walk across 
the fields as the shortest path, which lay between thick plan- ; 











tains of hops, on the one hand, now arrived at maturity, and : 
| the ripening corn onthe other. He thought the sun never | 
"| shone so beautifully before ; he was sure the birds sang more a 
| melodiously, and the trees looked more pleasing than ever ; ; 


so much was he delighted. But as he approached the town, 
and saw, at a short distance, the building to which he was 
| directed, he began to feel something like shame or fear; he 
"| hesitated, and seemed debating what he should do, when he 
« observed the Misses Russell crossing the road with their 
elder brother towards the school. He regained his courage 
and his cheerfulness, and advancing, placed himself before 
them, and made a respectful bow. In this, I wish all Sun- 
day-school children would imitate his example; for there 
are a great many little boys and girls, who if they meet their 
teachers, hold down their heads and run away, as if ashamed, 
or else pass by and take no more notice than if they had 
never seen them. 

Mr. Russel took little Robert into the school, having en- 
tered his name in the books, placed him in a class which was 
taught by his brother. The children were almost all as- 
sembled; for it was not the custom for them to be coming 
in at all hours; they were expected to be there in time to 
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join in singing the praise of God, and to unite in the suppli- 
cations which were offered at the throne of grace, for a bles- 
sing on the sacred engagements of the day; and they did 
what was expected of them. [N. Y. Rel. Chronicle. 


(£6 


MEEKNESS AND PASSION. 


(Concluded from page 88.) 


It was a pleasant morning in June, when the Lark, as she 
mounted, sang her simple lay, and the mowers had just 
commenced their employment on the lawn, opposite Sir 
Herbert Glanville’s house. Invited by the beauty of the 
morning, he walked abroad, and gazed with delight on the 
lovely landscape which nature exhibited, and which the God 
of nature had formed ; but like the father of the prodigal, 
he had to mourn an absent child, and frequently, as hie 
walked along pensive and sad, he raised his eyes and looked 
around, as if to catch a glimpse of his returning son ; but 
no son appeared !—‘ No,” exclaimed he, “ my son is 
Ot”. cccccoms and he burst into a flood of tears. He en- 
deavoured to revive his spirits, and raise a prayer to God, 
that he would ena ble him to say Tuy wiLL BE Donk. After 
a ramble of two hours, he returned home, and found Lady 
Glanville and his daughter at the breakfast table. The for- 
mer instantly perceived his state of mind, and tenderly seiz- 
ing his hand, looked at him with a countenance full of sym- 
pathy. “It is the Lord,” said Sir Herbert, “let Him do as 
seemeth him good.” 

A solemn stillness succeeded, books supplied the place 
of conversation, till the hour of prayer, when sir Herbert led 
the devotions of his family, by reading a portion of Scrip- 
ture, and afterwards some comprehensive and earnest pe- 
titions to God. é 

The arrival of the post-boy, announced a foreign letter for 
Sir Herbert, and another for Lady Glanville. “Ah! what 
can this mean,” said the baronet, as he examined the letter, 
“ Nay, nay, it can- 


not be a reality, it is a delusion.” “ Speak, dear Sir Her- 
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bert,” exclaimed his lady, “do not keep us in suspense.” 
The baronet in a faltering voice read as follows. 


“¢ South America, 
“ Buenos Ayres, May 24, 1802. 
“ My dear and honoured Parents, 

“T fear while I write, and hesitate to proceed! Often 
have I sat down for the purpose of communicating to you 
some intelligence respecting your once abandoned Walter, 
but as often my resolution has failed. At length I have ven- 
tured to write, and earnestly entreat you to regard it with a 
parent’s heart. 

But ere I add a line more, let me beg your forgiveness for 
the misery I have occssioned you, and suffer me to hope you 
will not be offended at any part of the narrative which may 
contain some particulars altogether unexpected, and by no 
means grateful to your feelings. 

“ You are already acquainted, no doubt, with my infamous 
conduct towards Beaufort, the meek, the excellent Beaufort’s 
conduct, which has since cost me many many tears. My 
passionate temper led me, not only into that crime, but also 
into another, that of ill-treating the harmless and inoffensive 
waggoner of Lord Stockton ! The discovery of the fact, that 
the poor man was in his lordship’s service, terrified me so 
much, that I formed the hasty resolution of leaving England 
in the first vessel that sailed from L . I lost no time 
in packing up a few clothes in my portmanteau, and with all 
the money I had, left home at day break on horseback, with 
my luggage behind me. I found a ship ready to sail to South 
America, and embarked the day following. Never shall I 
forget what I felt when I lost sight of the English coast, and 
how often Lrepented the rash step I had taken; but it was 
then too late! Wafted by favourable breezes, we were soon 
carried across the Atlantic to Rio de la Plata. I landed at 
Buenos Ayres, or Cividad de la Trinidad, one of the most 
considerable Spanish ports of La Plata. Here I beheld my- 
self a voluntary outcast, without father or mother to protect 
or comfort me, and even without a friend to consult. How 
often did I sigh for home, and, how frequently did I call up- 
on Beaufort! ! ....... Tears prevented me from proceed- 
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“ My little stock of money was soon expended, what could 
idor 1 began to be in want, but no one gave to me. Dis- 
tracted and forlorn, J] one day sat down in my wretched 
apartment to reflect what should be my future conduct. 
One moment I determined to enter myself on board some 
English vessel as a common sailor, and at another to com- 
mence a school as an English teacher. At length I awoke 
from my visionary schemes, and went to my portmanteau 
to see if there was any thing I could dispose of, for the 
purpose of raising a little money. In one corner 1 espied 
the pocket Bible, which the amiable Lord Stockton had pre- 
sented to me, I seized it with eagerness, supposing that it 
would procure me a trifle in this country, where nothing but 
superstition reigns. But, ere I tried to dispose of it, I deter- 
mined to copy what Lord S———— had written on the first 
leaf. While writing, my heart was ready to burst, and ris- 
ing up I exclaimed aloud, No! no! whatever may happen 
to me I will never part with this Bible. I again sat down, 
and for the first time opened it to read. My eyes fixed upon 
these memorable words “ comMIT THY WAY UNTO THE 
LorD, TRUST THOU IN HIM AND HE WILL BRING IT TO 
pass.” Q, never shall I forget my strong emotions ! Scarce- 
ly could I believe that it was a reality. I read the words 
again and again, and looking up to heaven exclaimed ‘ Lord / 
direct me.’ Yet, how could I expect that God would look 
upon a wretch like me. In a moment my guilt oppressed 
me, and for many days the remembrance of it deprived me 
of all peace and rest. The word of God however became 
my comforter, and joy filled my heart when I read the bles- 
sed word, “THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST HIS SON CLEANS- 
ETH FROM ALL sin.” O my dear parents, praise the Lord 
with me, that in South America, where, without ministers, 
without ordinances, without instructors, when perishing in 
my sins, the word of God became powerful through the eter- 
nal spirit to my everlasting salvation. 

Unable to read more, the father of Glanville sobbed 
aloud, and incoherently ‘exclaimed, ‘He was dead but is 
alive again, he was lost and is found. ? Blessed for ever be 
the name of the Lord,’ he then resumed the letter. 


-* “While I perceived on the one hand the heinous charac- 
ter-of my sins against God, while I sincerely repented of, 
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and mourned over my past follies, I felt that God would not 
refuse to receive a returning prodigal ; and after much read- 
ing, and prayer, and confession, of my sins unto Him, who 
multiplieth pardons, | was enabled to rejoice in Him as my 
father and my God! Instead of sinking under the sorrows 
which I had brought upon myself, I arose full of confidence 
that God would provide for me, and lost no time in applying 
to a commercial house, to which the captain of the vessel 
had introduced me, and offered myself to them as a clerk. 
After some conversation, in which I related to them my 
whole story, I was received into their service, and soon after 
entered upon the situation, and have continued ever since, a 
monument of the Almighty’s mercy and goodness. 

“« But, you will not be surprised, dear and honoured par- 
ents, that I long to return to my dear nativeland. Although 
I have been exceedingly economical, yet I have not sufficient 
to defray the expense of my passage, nor would I venture to 
leave this land of my exile, without your consent and forgive- 
ness. I trust also, you will not be displeased to hear that 
my mind is seriously disposed, religion has changed your 
son from being passionate, haughty, and overbearing, to mild- 
ness and submission. ‘To God be all the praise. 

“ Ere I conclude, let me request you will condescend to 
see Lord Stockton’s waggoner, and to assure him, that if I 
live to return, I will try to make some atonement for my base 
conduct towards him. ‘To his lordship and family please 


‘to present my respectful regards and kindest remembrance, 
‘and to Beaufort, the injured Beaufort! I humbly ask his for- 


giveness ; to my dear sister, give my kindest love, and re- 
questing an early letter from you, 
“] remain, dear and honoured Parents, 
** Your affectionate and dutiful Child, 
66 W. G.”’ 

The effect of this letter upon the minds of Glanville’s par- 
ents may be better conceived than described. The intelli- 
gence soon spread through the village, and Lord Stockton 
and Beaufort were among the foremost to congratulate the 


“baronet upon the joyful news, assuring him how happy they 


would be to welcome his son back to England. To you 
both, said he, I owe much,—to Beaufort, under God, I am 
indebted for the wonderful alteration that has taken place in 
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my character and conduct, and, to you, my Lord, my son is 
indebted for his preservation from ruin in this world and in 
the next ! What shall we render to the God of our mercies, 
ought we not to give praise? I am sure, my dear Beaufort 
you will not refuse to unite with us in offering unto God 
thanksgivings. 

“ Most cheerfully,” replied Beaufort. “It becometh well 
the just to be thankful, God has done great things for us all, 
for which we are glad.” The family were instantly assem- 
bled, and Beaufort read the fifteenth chapter of St. Luke, and 
then prayed. “.Happy day indeed !” said Sir Herbert, as 
he rose from his knees. “ It is meet that we should be mer- 
ry and be glad, for it is all the Lord’s doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes.” 

Sir Herbert lost no time in forwarding a letter to his son, 
full of affection and joy; and expressing his delight at the 
happy change produced in his mind. He likewise enclosed 
a bill on London, of an amount more than sufficient to. 
cover all his expences ; and desired him to return home by 
the first ship that sailed. 

Meantime Glanville gave full satisfaction to his employers, 
by his diligence, promptitude, and punctuality. He adorned 
the gospel he had embraced, by a holy life, and kept him- 
self unspotted from the world. A profession of christianity 
without this, is a serious injury, as it confirms the scoffing in- 
fidel in his unbelief, justifies the profligate in his neglect of 
religion, and overwhelms the true and sincere christian with 
deep distress : 


“ If angels tremble, ’tis at such a sight.” 


And if devils triumph, ’tis at such a scene. The unsanctifi- 
ed knowledge of the principles of religion, may amuse the 
speculatist and gratify his vanity, but they will not protect 
him from the wrath of that God who “ desireth truth in the 
inward parts.” It hardly amounts to a query, whether the 
fear of being thought legal, has not in a great degree di- 
minished, if not annihilated, in the view of many mere 
professors of the gospel, the necessity of practical religion. 


‘The writer has known some that can neglect family prayer— 


the instruction of their children—the house of God—the ta- 
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ble of the Lord—and even render the Sabbath subservient to 
their pleasure or their business ; who yet pretend to love to 
hear the pure and unadulterated gospel.— 


Non tali auxilio nec defensoribus istis 
Tempus eget. 


Which I may interpret to my young reader: “ The gospel 
requires not such advocates and supporters as those who are 
hearers but not doers of the word.” 

Sir Herbert embraced the first opportunity of seeing the 
waggoner, and rehearsing his son’s sorrow for his tig 
voked conduct towards ‘him ; ; giving at the same time a 
handsome present. 

At length young Glanville returned from South America, 
and was received by his parents in a way suitable to their 
feelings and their gratitude to God. But who can describe 
the joy of his heart, when he found that his parents were 
christians indeed. 

He soon became a constant visitor at Stockton Hall, and 
was allowed to renew his addresses to his lordship’s eldest 
daughter. His union with her completed se much of his 
earthly happiness. He became the tender husband, the 
dutiful son, the faithful friend; for God had made him the 
sincere and upright christian. 

The reader will now suffer me to recall to his recollection, 
the evils of a passionate temper, and the blessings of a meek 
and quiet spirit. The temper of Glanville and Eliza Beau- 
fort, hurried them into many evils, and drove the former into 
exile. Duelling, murder, family discords, civil commotions, 
originate in pride and passion. What is usually called a 
great spirit, is, in truth, an evil spirit. To take fire at every 
supposed insult, is devil-like, but not Christ-like, “ who, 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; and when he suf- 
fered threatened not.” 

Meekness suffereth long and is kind ; beareth all things, 
and endureth all things. Where patience possesses the soul, 
difficulties will be overcome, and peace will be sought and 
pursued. ‘The temper, like the elements, is a bad master. 


“ Tra furor brevis est; animum rege, qui, nisi paret, 
Fmperat.” 
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“ Anger is a short madness: therefore govern your temper ; 
which if it do not obey, will command.” 

Finally. Divine Grace is needful to all. To Lydia and 
Mary, as well as to Manasseh and Saul of Tarsus. As a 
mild temper will not entitle us to heaven ; ; soan angry dis- 
position is not a sin for which there is no forgiveness. 
Grace, sovereign omnipotent Grace, can change the lion in- 
to a lamb; and the blood of Jesus can cleanse the heart 
from the foulest stains. Let us all cultivate the gentleness 
of the Son of God; let us all watch against the sallies of 
passion, and attend to the words of the apostle: “ Let all 
bitterness, and wrath, and anger and clamour, and evil 
speaking, be put away from you, with all malice. And be 
kind one to another, tender hearted, forgiving one another, 
even as God, for Christ’s sake, hath forgiven you.” (Eph. 
iv. 31, 32.) R. C, 


JUVENILE EXPOSITOR. 


“ It is naught, it is naught, saith the buyer ; but when he 
hath gone his way, then he boasteth.—Prov. xx. 14. 


Nothing is more common than for persons to speak dimin-~ 
utively of the articles they are buying, that they may cheapen 
them ; and as soon as they are purchased, are ready to boast 
what an excellent bargain they have made: yes, they have 
bought it for half its value ; they would not take double what 
they gave for it. This has got to be so general a practice, 

that even children, with their toys, have learned to decry the 
things of others, which they most of all wish to obtain.—Dr, 
A. Clark tells us a pleasant story, after St. Augustine, which 
goes to show that this is a general disposition of the human 
heart: A certain Mountebank published in a full theatre, 
that at the next entertainment he would show every man 
present what was in his heart. The time came, and the 
concourse was immense ; all waited, with death-like silence, 
to hear what he would say to each. He stood up, and ina 
single sentence redeemed his pledge :— 


“ You all wish to buy cheap, and sell dear.” 


He was applauded, for every one felt it to be a description of 
his own heart, and was satisfied that all others were similar: 
12* 
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Genuine Heroism. 


Let the following anecdote serve to reprove those who are 
in the sinful habit of setting at naught the goods of others, 
that they may purchase them under value: A certain store- 
keeper had an article offered by a person, who wanted to 
part with it in exchange for other goods. ‘The merchant 
pretended he did not want it; and if he did, the quality of 
it was so poor, that he could never recommend it. At last, 
however, he would take it at sucha price. From necessity, 
his offer was complied with, and the article was taken, and 
placed for sale, in the store. The next day after, another 
person wanted to purchase an article of the same kind. The 
store-keeper said he had one, and but one article of the kind, 
and that of a superior quality. A little son of his, who hap- 
pened to be in the store, and heard his father’s conversation 
when he purchased the article, and now heard him recom- 
mending it, went to his father, and, with apparent concern, 
said, “Pa! don’t the great God hear every thing?” “ Yes.” 
“Pa! did he hear.you talk yesterday, and does he remem- 
ber what you said?” “ Go away, go away, I don’t want 
to hear your talk now.” 

Query.—If people generally were to recollect what the 
child did, viz. that God hears them talk, would they so of- 
ten decry articles when about to purchase them, and extol 
them when selling them ? 

“ DoES THE GREAT GoD HEAR EVERY THING °” 


GENUINE HEROISM. 

WueEn the plague raged violently in Marseilles, every 
link of affection was broken, the father turned from the 
child, the child from the father : cowardice, ingratitude, no 
longer excited indignation. Misery is at its height when it 





«thus destroys every generous feeling, thus dissolves every tie 


of humanity! The city became a desert, grass grew in the 
streets, a funeral met you at every step. The physicians 
assembled in a body at the Hotel de Ville, to hold a consul- 
tation on the fearful disease, for which no remedy had yet 


‘been discovered. After a long deliberation, they decided 


unanimously that the malady had a peculiar and mysterious 
character, which opening a corpse alone might develop,— 
operation it was impossible to attempt, since the operator 


must infallibly become a victim in a few hours, beyond the 


sower of hyman art to save him, as the violence of the at- 
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tack would preclude their administering the customary reme- 
dies. A dead pause succeeded this fatal declaration. Sud- 
denly a surgeon named Guyon, in the prime of life, and of 
great celebrity in his profession, rose and said firmly, “ Be 
it so: I devote myself for the safety of my country. Before 
this numerous assembly I promise, in the name of humanity 
and religion, that to-morrow, at the break of day, I will dis- 
sect a corpse, and write down, as I proceed, what I observe.” 
He left the assembly instantly. They admire him, lament 
his fate, and doubt whether he will persist in his design. The 
intrepid and pious Guyon, animated by all the sublime ener- 
gy religion can inspire, acted up to his word. He had nev- 
er married, he was rich, and he immediately made a_ will, 
dictated by justice and piety; he confessed, and in the mid- 
dle of the night received the sacraments. A man had died 
of the plague in his house within four and twenty hours.— 
Guyon at day-break shut himself up in the same room; he - 
took with him an inkstand, paper, and a little crucifix. Full 
of enthusiasm, never had he felt more firm or more collected ; 
kneeling before the corpse, he wrote, “ Mouldering tenement 
of an immortal soul, not only can I gaze on thee without 
horror, but even with joy and gratitude. Thou wilt open 
to me the gates of a glorious eternity. In discovering to me 
the secret cause of the terrible disease which destroys my 
native city, thou wilt enable me to point out some salutary 
remedy—thou wilt render my sacrifice useful. Oh, God! - 
(continued he,) thou wilt bless the action thou hast thyself 
inspired.””’ He began,—he finished the dreadful operation, 
and recorded in detail his surgical observations. He then 
left the room, threw the papers into a vase of vinegar, and 
afterwards sought the lazaretto, where he died in twelve 
hours—a death ten thousand times more glorious than the 
warrior’s, who to save his country rushes on the enemy’s 
ranks, since he advances with hope, at least, sustained, ad- 
mired, and seconded by a whole army.—La Peste de Mar- 
seilles, by Madame de Genlis. 





- RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Revival in Newgate Prison,—“ Little perhaps did you 
think, when you visited this dreary prison last fall, that the 
great Jehovah was about to pour out his Spirit upon such 
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an abandoned place. But it is a fact. And did you not 
breathe a prayer for this place? If so, O dear Sir, do it 
again whenever you bend the knee before the throne of grace. 
It was about the 20th of Dec. when the first who was dis- 
tressed about his precious soul, made it known to his profane 
room-mates. He had also been dreadfully profane himself. 
But on a particular evening, as he expressed it, he could no 
longer hold his peace. He then solemnly addressed his fel- 
low prisoners, and informed them of his state of mind, and 
warned them of their danger. Unaccountable as it might 
seem to any one acquainted with the characters of his room- 
thates, they all united in solemn prayer and received his ad- 
monitions kindly. About a dozen in that room became his 
companions in seeking salvation. The influence spread to 
an adjoining room where the blacks sleep. Neither did it 
stop here, but another room and the dreary caverns have 
lately experienced the same. I would mention one poor In- 
dian fellow who is sentenced here for life. He had previ- 
ously attracted my attention by his good behaviour. For 
some time past, he would go to his room with his now pre- 
cious Bible in his hand, every night, bowed to the earth with 
a sense of his sins, and a perfect picture of despair. He is 
now rejoicing in Christ. The number under conviction is 
between twenty and thirty, and seems to be increasing.— 
About ten entertain hope.” 

















SUMMARY. 


From the Sandwich Islands.—By an arrival at New-Bed- 
ford, we learn that the ship Thames, which sailed from New- 
Haven in November, 1822, with the missionaries, arrived 
safely at the place of its destination, and was at Woahoo in 
April last. Letters have been received from the missiona- 
ries, stating generally that the concerns of the mission were 
in a prosperous state, referring for more particular information 
to communications previously sent, but which have not yet 
been received. 


From Burmah.—At the last Monthly Concert of Prayer 






























Summary. t4l 


in the first Baptist Meeting-House in Boston, a letter from 
Mr. Judson was read, dated Rangoon, August 6, 1823, in 
which it was stated that he had completed his translation of 
the New Testament. To this translation is prefixed an in- 
troduction, containing extracts from some of the most inter- 
esting portions of the Old Testament. This introduction 
which is published, is perused by many of the natives of 
Rangoon with great eagerness. 

Dr. Price is engaged in superintending the erection of 
a brick dwelling-house at Ava, for the Mission, the princi- 
pal materials for which are generously presented by the Bur- 
man Monarch. - 


Donations to the American Board.—The amount of do- 
nations to the American Board of Commissioners, from Jan. 
13, to Feb.-12, inclusive, was $5,182 55. Several donations 
in clothing, and $190, on account of legacies, are acknowl- 
edged during the same time. 


The Treasurer of the American Bible Society acknowl- 
edges the receipt of $2,084 in the month of January, and 
the agent states that the issues from the Depository during 
the same month, were 1595 Bibles, and 1771 Testaments, 
valued at $1793. 


The African School at Parsippany, N. J. has had under 
its instruction, since its establishment in 1816, eleven stu- 
dents. Of these, three are preaching as licentiates, one 
teaching a school of blacks, one has been removed from the 
schoo] in consequence of derangement, two for other reasons, 
and four remain under instruction. 


Retreat for the Insane.—An institution has been lately 
established in Hartford, Conn. called a Retreat for the In- 
sane. Lands have been procured, and a building has been 
erected which will accommodate about fifty patients, and 
their attendants. It is situated within about one mile of the 
city, on very eligible ground, and will be opened for the re- 
ception of patients on the first of April. The ladies of Hart- 
ford have contributed beds and bedding, and other furniture 
sufficient te furnish about twenty rooms. 


Provident Society in Philadelphia.—It was calculated to 
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melt the hardest heart, to witness the scene at the house of 
industry of the Provipentr Socrery. Arrangements hav- 
ing been made to give work to industrious poor women, to 
take to their homes, a host presented themselves ; and they 
were those who bore recommendations net only in their 
hands, but in their countenances.—Two hundred and thirty 
were supplied. : 


Deaf and Dumb in Ohio.—The number of the deaf and 
dumb in Ohio is said to be 428, as ascertained by a recent 
census. This is abuut one in 1500 of the population. 


Liberality.—Capt. Partridge, Superintendant of the Mil- 
tary Academy at Norwich, Vt. has generously volunteered 
to support and educate at his own expense, the Greek boy, 
who was rescued after the massacre of his six brothers at 
Scio, and sent to this country. He is now at Baltimore. 


Mr. David Brown.—We have taken some pains to as- 
certain the amount of coliections and donations received af- 
ter the address of this interesting Cherokee, and we find that 
itis $1,897 91. ‘Thus.the money which was expended in 
educating this youth has all been refunded, and a large sum 
in addition has been gathered into the treasury of missions. 
We do not recollect a more literal fulfilment of the promise, 
Cast thy bread upon the waters, and thou shalt find it af- 
ter many days. Boston Telegraph. 


Schools in India.—The success of Miss Cooke in the es- 
tablishment of schools for the instruction of females in India 
has been such that a new Society has been formed, having 
for its object the education of females in that country. The 
Society was organized at the house of Dr. Marshman, in 
Serampore, and will probably receive the patronage of the 
Baptist missionaries. ‘The prejudices of the natives against 
the instruction of females is rapidly giving way, and this is 
only one of the many indications that the period is not dis- 
tant, when the millions of Hindostan will be freed from the 
thraldom of pagan superstition. Rel. Int. 


Gas Lights.—Mr. Timothy Dewey, who was sent to Eu- 
rope by a company in New-York to obtain information on 
this subject, has returned, and it is stated, in the New-York 
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Observer, that the city will probably be lighted with gas be- 
fore the commencement of another winter. 


The Circulating Testament.—In a town in Rutland coun- 
ty, in the time of an awakening, four families were found in 
the part of the town, which was new, at some distance from 
each other. Some in these families were deeply impressed, 
They had between them all but one New-Testament. A 
lad was kept running from one house to another, in this cir- 
cle of families, to carry this their precious book. One fami- 
ly would keep it a short time, and then send it to the next, 
and so on, that all may equelly share in the benefit of read- 
ing this word of life. A minister found them in this situa- 
tion, and aided them to a better supply. Vt. Mis. Reg. 






Useful Reckoning.—At a time of revival of Religion at 
one of our seminaries, many were expressing their convic- 
tion of being great sinners. Mr. S$ , one of the students, 
remarked freely that such expressions were nonsense. It so 
happened at a religious conference, Professor S. said that 
the most moral person, if unconverted, never did any thing 
that was good in the sight of God. With this saying Mr. S. 
was much dissatisfied, and went home to his room determi- 
ned to see if he had not done more good deeds than bad 
ones. He took a slate and made marks on one side of the 
slate for his bad deeds, intending to do the same on the oth- 
er side for his good ones. He began with his sins, and set 
them down as fast as they occurred to his mind; they so 
pressed upon his recollection that he could not think of one 
good deed that was acceptable to God; and he continued 
the account of his sins till one side of the slate was filled, 
without finding any good in him to offset. His conviction 
of sin was so powerful he had no peace, till he found an in- 
terest in Christ, and is new a missionary of the Cross in a 
foreign land. N. H. Repos. 


Carmel.—The seriousness at this place continues, and 
rather increases. Nine Cherokees, and one white woman, 
wife of a Cherokee, have been admitted to the privileges of 
this church. Four or five more give evidence of a saving 





f "change, and quite a number exhibit a state of feeling which 


gives us encouragement. 
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FOR THE GUARDIAN. 





















Lines, suggested by reading a letter from the Rev. Mr. Fisk, 
American Missionary at Jerusalem, to Dr. Porter, of Andover, 
dated April 28, 1823. 





A 


And hast thou traced with pensive tread 
The awful mount where Jesus bled; 
Bent mournfully o’er Kidron’s stream, 
And wandered through Gethsemane ? 


And hast thou knelt with holy dread, 
By the cold marble where his head, 
Which bled beneath a thorny crown, 
In peaceful slumbers laid it down? | 





Well might the tide of sorrow roll, 

In heavy billows o’er thy soul ; 

Well might thine eyes betray the tear, 
Though treacherous foes were lingering near. 





Calv’ry! O name of thrilling sound, 
Not o’er the spacious globe is found 
One, half so mournful or so dear, 

So sacred to the pious ear. 


Calv’ry! O there the blow was given, 
That rais’d a guilty world to heaven ; 
Disclos’d the august, amazing plan, 

Which heal’d the woes of ruin’d man! 











Now superstition’s darkest shade 

Broods o’er the land where prophets pray’d ; 
O Sun of Righteousness arise, 

To cheer the exile’s waiting eyes. 








CoRNELIA. 


